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Wolves have disappeared from Japan long time ago, largely due to hunting.
Wolves were hunted because they were considered to do harm to people's
livestock and their fur were highly valued. Their attacks to the livestock were
sometimes caused by the lack of food, which often resulted from people's
overhunting of wolves' prey. In order to protect wolves, therefore, it should
have been necessary to adopt a quota system for the people’s hunting of wolves'
prey. Furthermore, raising people’'s awareness of wolves' ecology might have
been useful in soothing people’s excessive fears. Needless to say, severe
punishment on the hunting of wolves for their fur should have been essential.
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