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When our daughter was 6 months old, we embarked on a new lifestyle.

While studying for a civil-service exam, my huaband looked after the baby and,
just for this period, I went out to work to support the family.

But babies at that stage of life need attention all the time. They have to have
their diapers changed at frequent intervals, and they make a fuss every three
hours because they are hungry. During intervals when they are asleep, one has
to clean the floor they have been crawling on, wash countless diapers and pre-
pare baby food.

Moreover, feeling lonely because there’s no other adult to talk to, one spends
time with a child in all seriousness, even to the extent of considering the forma-
tion of the child’s character. As a result, my husband, a grown man, was sur-
prised to find himself so exhausted physically and mentally that he had no
strength or energy left for studying.

For my part, too, work kept me very busy and [ had become like one of those
husbands who have hardly any time for their wives and children.

Our original plans went sadly awry. Admittedly, this did cause some trou-

ble, but it also worked to our advantage. While being criticized by other men as
a disgrace to his sex, my husband accidentally got to know, through this sort of
life, the day-to-day activities and viewpoints of women which normally he would
have been indifferent about, while | began to understand “men’s society.” We
acquired a new way of looking at things and sensed a change in the way society
appeared to us.

No change will be wrought in life and society merely by men and women
exchanging roles— —women doing men’s work and men doing housewaork just
like women. We were also made aware of this simple but important lact.

Inviting frowns of disgust, my husband went around recommending _this
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way of life to his male friends. “It was a good experience,” he said. “It changes

your outlook on the world. You too should give a shot at child-rearing.” I am
doing the same. And [ am planning to build up a circle of friends having the
same critical minds,
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A night or two later the storm had blown itself out and I toock Roger
again to the beach, this time to carry him along the water's edge piercing
the darkness with the yellow cone of our flashlight, Although there was no
rain the night was again noisy with breaking waves and the insistent wind.,

[t was clearly a time and place where great and elemental things prevailed.

[t was hardly a conventional way to entertain one so young, I suppose,
but now, with Roger a little past his fourth birthday, we are continuing that
sharing of adventures in the world of nature that we began in his babyhood,

and I think the results are g’DDd.a‘ThE sharing includes nature in storm as

well as calm, by night as well as day, and is based on having fun together

rather than on teaching.

One stormy autumn night when my nephew Roger was about twenty
months old I wrapped him in a blanket and carried him down to the beach
n the rainy darkness. Out there, just at the edge of where-we-couldn’t-see,
big waves were thundering in, dimly seen white shapes that boomed and
shouted and threw great handfuls of froth at us. Together we laughed for
pure Joy— he a baby meeting for the first time the wild tumult of Oceanus,
I with the salt of half a lifetime of sea love in me. But [ think we felt the same
spine-tingling response to the vast, roaring ocean and the wild night around

us,

Our adventure on this particular night had to do with life, for we were

searching f'urb}ghnst crabs, those sand-colored, fleet-legeed beings which
Roger had sometimes glimpsed briefly on the beaches in daytime. But the
crabs are chiefly nocturnal, and when not roaming the night beaches they
dig little pits near the surf line where they hide, seemingly watching and
waiting for what the sea may bring them. For me the sight of these small
living creatures, solitary and fragile against the brute force of the sea, had
moving philosophic overtones, and I do not pretend that Roger and 1 reacted
with similar emotions. But it was good to see his infant acceptance of a world
of elemental things, fearing neither the song of the wind nor the darkness
nor the roaring surf, entering with baby excitement into the search for a

“ghDS.”
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In a large American city several yvears ago, the doctors in the hospitals went
on strike. Evervone feared that there would be many deaths since no doctors
were at the hospitals to treat the ill. However, the opposite happened: the death
rate actually went down. Far fewer people died during the strike than at other
times. Some people jokingly said, “Medicine can be dangerous for your health.”
But others explained it another way.

Doctors are often seen as semi-gods, able to heal us with science and technol-
ogy. Many people think that their last chance 1s the hospital. They think, “The
doctors will take care of me. The doctors will save me.”

Because we have such faith in medicine, we don't take very good care of
ourselves. We eat too much, and eat too much of the wrong things. We drink and
smoke too much. We push ourselves to extremes. But what happens when we think
there are no doctors at the hospital?

When there are no doctors at the hospital, we get frightened, of course. Then



we think, “We have to take care of ourselves, by curselves.,” We start being care-
ful, very careful, because there iz no backup. We have to depend only on our-
selves. So when the doctors are on strike, we eat better, rest more, drive more
carefully, etc. Why couldn’t we do this all the time? [EFHIARZICEN TV X
5&h, HRETEEV, BEVELTL, TXTOEABDLP--TEHITTHR
L', So maybe we should live as if there were no doctors, no backups. We need
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to take care of ourselves,
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The explosion of the Net as our new communications medium has to be seen
in a wider context for its importance to be fully understood. Our global
civilisations are in transition from an information age that was physical to an
information age that 1s digital. Physically presented information exists in the
printed, spoken or displayed work (thought, idea, picture, sound, graphic, music,
and so on, sometimes expressed as an electric analogue). When we pick up an
airline timetable at the airport or the bookstore, we have physical (or atomic)
information in our hands. We can do nothing but consume 1it.

At some central point, humans have gathered the information and written it

down. They have then asked a company tﬂaﬁmear that information in the form

of ink on to a product made from dead trees and then pay for trucks to carry the

many tons of static, unalterable information in the form of atoms (ink on paper),
to its many different points of distribution.

In the digital age, the information stays as computer bits, and only becomes
physical when a consumer wants to carry that information around in the organic
world. Thus an airline timetable will be published in bits (as computer informa-

tion on the Net) and users can get their information on-line without the need to



haul dead trees around the world’s roads. waHf ormation published in this way

can be updated minute by minute and users may print local hard copy (convert-
ing the information to atoms) when they wish. The traditional information pub-
lishing paradigm has been reversed: until now we have printed then distributed:
in the future we will distribute then print.

If you have borrowed this book from a library, nobody else will be able to
read it until you return it. But if you have accessed parts of this book electroni-
cally, the copy you are reading on-line, or the copy you have ‘borrowed’ by
downloading it to your computer, leaves the original intact on the library's
‘shelves’. An infinite additional number of people may borrow the same baok
without depriving anybody else of the chance to read it. In fact, if vou are aceess-
ing this on-line, several other people may be visiting this site now reading the
same section as you. This difference is profound and will affect every aspect of
business life.

This change is so important that we must all ask how our businesses can

start to deal in bits rather than atoms. c}( ........................................... )
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1. But even the most up-to-date computers are not completely reliable, We
should not hasten to introduce them in our companies.

2. If you want to be a business leader, you need not use computers your-
self. You can employ excellent workers instead.

3. Only those companies that can start to deal in bits will be able to stay
competitive in the rapidly approaching digital age.

4. In the coming analogue age, computer-operated machines will begin to
deal with most of your business needs.

5. In the digital age, the production of computer chips will determine how

prosperous a country can be.



[NOTES]

awry adv 1 crookedly; out of position; askew. 2 wrongly; amiss: Our plans went awry. adj [pred]
crocked: Her clothes were all awry.

bit n (computing! unit of information expressed as a choice hetween two possibilities: binary digit.

conventional adj 1 (a} (often derog) based on eonvention: conventional clothes, behauviour » She's so
conventional in her views. « He made a few conventional remarks about the weather. » The conventional
wisdom is that high wage rises increase infaltion, ie that is the generally accepted view. (b} followin g what
is traditional or customary: a conventional design, method. 2 (esp of weapons) not nuclear: conventional
missiles, warfare, ete * a conventional power station, ie fuelled by oil or coal, rather than being powered by
a nuclear reactor,

diaper n 1 [UJ linen or cotton fabric with a pattern of small diamonds on it. 2 [C] (US) =NAPPY.
nappy n tBrit infml} (also fml napkin} (US diaper) piece of towelling cloth or similar soft padding folded
round a baby's bottom and between its legs to absorb or hold its urine and excreta: a disposable nappy, ie
one that is made to be thrown away after being used once.

digital ad) 1 showing amounts by means of numbers. 2 of fingers or toes. digital clock/ watch clock/
watch which shows the time by digits rather than hands. digital camputer device that makes calculations,
etc with data represented as a series of digits.

download v {computing} transfer {a program, data, etc) from a large computer system to a smaller
one.

flashlight n 1 (device that produces a) brief bright light for taking photographs indoors or in poor
light. 2 tesp US)= TORCH. 3 (source of) light used for signalling, eg in a lizhthouse. torch n 1 (US
flashlight! small hand-held electric lamp powered by a battery. 2 (US} =BLOWLAMP. 3 piece of wood esp
one wrapped in cloth and soaked in oil, ete, which is lit and held in the hand to give light.

haul 1 v 1 pull or drag (sth} with effort or force: sailors hauling (away) (on the ropest » elephants
hauling logs = haul a car out of the mud « They hauled the boat up the beach. 2 transport (sth) by lorey, ete.
3 {idm? haul sb over the coals {infml} reprimand sh severely: [ was hauled over the coals for being late, 4
(phr v haul sb up {before sh) (infml! bring sb to be tried or reprimanded: He was hauled up before the
local magistrates for disorderly conduct.

nocturnal adj 1 of or in the night: done or happening in the night: a rocturnal visit, trip, ete. 2 (of
creatures) active during the night: rocturnal birds, eg owls.

on-line adj (eomputing? (of a device) connected to and controlled by a computer: an on-line ticket
booking system « We've been on-line {ie have had on-line equipment! for about a Vear now.

overtone n (usu pl} something suggested or implied in addition to what is actually stated: hint:
overtones of despair in a letter » threatening overtones in his comments.

paradigm n 1set of all the different forms of a word: verd paradigms. 2 type of sth; pattern: model
a paradigm for others to copy.

smear v 1 ~sth on/over sth/sh; ~ sth/sh with sth spread a greasy or sticky substance, eg paint, on
sth/sb: smear oil on the machinery » smearing mud all over the wall « We smeared cream on our faces/
smeared our faces with eream. 2 {a) make (sth dirty or greasy: smudge: The window was all smeared after
the rain. * Don't smear the lens; I've just polished it. (b} ifig} damage (sh or sb's reputation}, eg by
suggesting they have acted immorally: In pelitics you expect to get smeared by your opponents. 3 [Tal blur
(a drawing, an outline, etc) eg by rubbing it: smear the print with one’s finger,

wrought pt, pp of WORK 2. adj lattribl 1 made or manufactured and decorated: elaborately
wrought carvings, 2 (of metal) beaten oul or shaped by hammering. wrought iron tough form of iron made
by forging or rolling: Cattribl o wrought-iron bedstead, gate, railing,
(Adapted from Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary of Current English 40 od )



