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[I] WOFEIXEFTAT, REITEZLRSVY,

Consider just a couple of the many facts you know: that the earth is round, and that the Nile
flows through Egypt, for example. In many cases, you will not have discovered these things for
yourself but will have been told by others that they are true. Indeed, you will often not even
remember exactly how you learned what you believe. You probably do not recall who first told you
that the earth was shaped as it is, or even whether you were told this at all, as to reading
it in a book, or seeing an image of the earth on a TV screen. However, you will be aware that this
is not the kind of belief you could have arrived at without assistance, since doing so would have
involved an investigation that was almost certainly well beyond your means — a space mission,
for example! Given that others have had the means to discover such facts and have passed them
on to the rest of us, you will not find believing them especially . Still, we should perhaps
be slightly troubled by the extent to which what we believe is determined by the word of others.

The issue here is the status of testimony* — not only the formal kind appropriate to a
courtroom, but also the intentional transmission of information in general, whether by word of
mouth or through books, pictures, videos, and so forth. You learn a great deal of what you know
through the testimony of others rather than by finding out for yourself. It is actually quite
important that you find out most of what you believe (1)in this way, since if your beliefs were
to those matters that you could verify yourself, you would not know very much about the
world. Someone who had never visited northern Africa, for example, would be unable to know
which country the Nile flows through, and much else besides. Our knowledge is thus largely
social in the sense that it involves a process of cooperation among many different people,
including people in different parts of the world; much of it also comes from people who have long

since passed away but who have transmitted their knowledge to subsequent generations.

Sometimes, of course, the testimony we receive is E)] For example, someone with a
political agenda might try to make us think that a certain problem, such as immigration, is much
worse than it actually is in order to further their own political ends. In itself, this kind of
attempted deception is not particularly troubling since we have a number of ways to evaluate the
testimony of others. If, for example, we know that someone has something to gain by making us
believe a certain claim, then we instinctively investigate this claim more carefully than we would
have done otherwise.

This is not to say that we never accept testimony that conflicts with our beliefs, since even

our most strongly held beliefs can change over time — look at how human beings have adjusted



their beliefs to accommodate the fact that the earth goes around the sun rather than (2)yice versa.
The point, though, is that we are more suspicious when it comes to surprising testimony than we
are when we hear testimony that matches what we already believe, and thanks to this we avoid

being completely misled.

*testimony: a statement, written or spoken, about what the writer/speaker knows or believes to be true
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(a) opposed (b) opposite () opposition (d) opportune

(@) comforting (b) comforted (¢) worrying (d) worried

(@) adapted (b) applied (¢) extended (d) restricted

E (@ consistent (b) misleading (c) reliable (d) trivial
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1. The fact that the Nile flows through Egypt is an example of the kind of thing that most
people
(a) find out for themselves.
(b) learn from other people.
(¢) believe, but which might not be true.
(d) investigate for themselves before accepting.
2. When using the word “testimony,” the writer usually means
(@) evidence of the kind that is given in court.
(b) attempts by certain people to deceive others.
(¢) information that one is given by others.
(d) knowledge passed down from previous generations.
3. Testimony from someone with a clear motive for trying to deceive people is
(a) valuable in the sense that it exposes people to a variety of viewpoints.
(b) more than likely to succeed in its purpose.
(¢) irrelevant in the sense that it will be ignored anyway.

(d) likely to receive closer examination than other testimony.



4. In the final paragraph, the writer wants to emphasize that
(a) the testimony of others is often unbelievable.
(b) surprising testimony will not make people change their firm beliefs.
(¢) the tendency to question surprising testimony is no bad thing.
(d) testimony that matches what we believe should be treated with suspicion.
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1) extent 7. evaluate A . instinctively 7. intentional . investigation

(2) political 7. completely A . immigration /. determine . suspicious
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The vocabulary of English is not an unchanging list of words. New words enter the language
every day, and some words cease to be used. A major source of new words is borrowing. In fields
of higher learning, such as the life sciences, physical sciences, medicine, law, and the social
sciences, English often borrows words from other languages to cover new concepts, new material
and abstract phenomena. Words to notions and objects specific to other cultures, e.g.
karate, are often borrowed without alteration, but in many cases, borrowed words are altered to
make them sound more English. An example of this is the adjective savvy, which means “having
practical knowledge or understanding” and comes from the French verb savorr, “to
know.”

In addition, there are a few words that have been created by inventive minds, although the
kind of word creation that in English does not usually produce completely original words.
One might think it an easy matter to create a new word without it on some pre-existing
word; such creations are, however, extremely rare. Kodak is one example. This word was created
by George Eastman, founder of the camera company that bears his name: Eastman Kodak. Of the
word itself, Eastman is reported to have said that he simply made it up, and that it was not
from any existing word. Unlike Kodak, most of the new words that marketing experts
come up with for company products actually have their origins in words that already exist.

Blending is another way words are created in English. In blending, parts of two familiar
words are I:ESj together — usually the first part of one word and the second part of the other
— to produce a word that combines the meanings of the original ones. Successful examples
smog, a blend of smoke and fog, brunch from breakfast and lunch, and heliport from
helicopter and airport.

Acronyms, which are regarded as a special type of blend, also to word creation.
They are { (@) by (b) created (c) initial (d) joining (e) letters (f) the (g) words } of a
phrase. If the resulting word is pronounced like a word, rather than with each letter individually
pronounced, as in GNP (Gross National Product), it is a true acronym. Examples of true acronyms
are ASCIT (American Standard Code for Information Interchange), which is pronounced “ass-key,”
and NASA (National Aeronautics and Space Administration). Laser stands for Light Amplification

by Stimulated Emission of Radiation.
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affect aim base consist contribute derive
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occur put refer rely repeat stem
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A student (A) s talking with a professor of English (B).

Excuse me, Professor Jones. May I lZl a little early tomorrow? (BAH, EAEDEHEZE
FRIE TN ETh)

Well, that | b | (ZhEEEICE 200 ED,)

My uncle died yesterday, and I have to . BERITHRZNEWVTRNDTT,)

In E, of course youcan. (ZTh7zbiX, ERLALY,) My condolences.

Thank you. Actually, I have El toaskyou. (b9 1 OBEWLEZWIZEXRHDHDT
3°2%,) 1 was wondering if you a little time later this week. (S##%¥IZ, FAD
T=DICA LI A2 SV T2 E B 5 T3 5,) I'm having some problems
with passive constructions, and I'd like to ask you a few questions.

I'd be happy to help you, but I'm afraid this week’s impossible for me. Would next Monday be
too late?

Well, actually the problem’s the assignment you gave us. (Ei¥, WMo TW5H DA
Sl DBEICEHE L TV BOTT,) It's handed in | i | (&MRAETICH
T LR TWHDTTITNE,) ;

I'm sorry, but I can’t help you then. You should earlier. (b o & B EEDKIRE
THREEoTR,)



LIV ] Read this passage and answer the questions that follow.

You've got a lot to think about when you're facing a high-risk operation, (4)not the least

important of which is how to choose the right surgeon for the job. There’s more to look for than a

pleasant personality and a good record from a top medical school. One of the most important — and
most overlooked — considerations is how many times the doctor you have in mind has performed
the operation you need. A new study suggests the answer may be literally a matter of life and
death.

Surgeons who have performed a high number of certain difficult procedures have
significantly better success rates than those who haven't, according to an article published
recently in the New England Journal of Medicine. Researchers reviewed the records of (1)nearly
475,000 U.S. patients who had (2)undergone one of eight high-risk operations, such as heart
procedures or surgery for lung or pancreatic cancer.

They found that (B)the patients were 1.2 to 2 times as likely to die if their heart operation
was performed by a low-volume surgeon (someone who had done the procedure fewer than 40
times (3)a year in the past two years). For cancer patients, the numbers were even more
(4) striking. Unless a surgeon had performed 162 operations a year over the past two years, the
(5)likelihood of death was 1.2 to 3.6 times as great.

Certainly, a high case count is not the only reason to pick a surgeon. A doctor who has
performed a particular operation many times but did so years ago may not be as good a bet as one
who has not done as many but has done a lot of them recently. It’s also important to check out the
hospital. Larger high-volume hospitals may have superior technology and better resources.

While the study may drive patients to more experienced doctors, making it harder for less
seasoned ones to get needed experience, you still have the right to know your surgeon’s case
count. Websites and directories generally (¢)give only academic background and qualifications,

so the best approach is simply to ask. Remember, you're not only a patient, but also a customer.

QUESTION 1: Select the option that best completes each sentence, according to the information given
in the passage.
1. Your surgeon’s character and medicat school record are
(@) things you do not need to pay attention to.
(b) the most important points to consider.
(¢) less critical than other factors.

(d) considerations that most people forget to take into account.



2. Two important points to consider when selecting a surgeon for a particular procedure are
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his experience and willingness to treat patients as customers.
his case count and the length of time you have known him.
his case count and publications.

his experience and workplace.

3. For those in need of surgery, not selecting a low-volume surgeon is

@
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even more crucial in the field of cancer surgery than in that of heart surgery.
even more crucial in the field of heart surgery than in that of cancer surgery.
equally crucial in the field of heart surgery as in that of cancer surgery.

equally crucial for any high-risk operation.

4. A potential problem in encouraging people to select experienced surgeons is that

@
(b)
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the surgeons selected will be overburdened.
less experienced surgeons will be deprived of practice.
such surgeons are difficult to identify.

it’s impossible to find out a surgeon’s case count.

QUESTION 2: Which one of the following is not true, according to the passage?

(@

(b)
©

(@
(e)

®
®

It pays to give careful consideration to various factors before undergoing a high-risk
operation.

A critical factor in an operation’s success is how experienced the surgeon is.

Recent but reasonably extensive experience on the part of the surgeon is probably
more important than extensive experience alone.

Cancer operations appear to be riskier than heart operations.

The size of the hospital where you have an operation is unlikely to play an important
role in the outcome.

Information about surgeons on the Internet often doesn’t tell you all you need to know.

Patients have the right to select their surgeons.

QUESTION 3: For each of the underlined words marked (1) to (6), give one other English word with a

similar meaning that could be used nstead.

QUESTION 4: Translate the underlined section marked (A) into Japanese, making the meaning of

“which” clear.

QUESTION 5: Change the word “as” in the underlined clause marked (B) without changing the

meaning of the clause: the patients were 1.2 to 2 times [ ] likely to die . ..



